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COMMENTS ABOUT IAU SYMPOSIUM 240
At the occasion of the organization at Prague of this symposium, I feel necessary to recall
that specialists of close double stars and wide ones met at many other important meetings
(colloquia and symposia) well before. Each of them appeared more important than the previous
ones in a logical increasing order and it is thus not surprising that the present one will
be at the top. But only some of them could be considered as "corner stones". I wish that the
next Symposium will be one of these as was the first one of the series, as mentioned by
Mirek PLAVEC in his talk at the 69th IAU Colloquium held at Bamberg in 1981 (Binary and
Multiple Stars as Tracers of Stellar Evolution - Astrophysics and Space Science Library,
98, 1982, pp.119-122) by saying:

"By this format and title, this Colloquium resembles the Colloquium: On the Evolution of
Double Stars, held at Brussels 15 years ago, in September 1966 (Dommanget, 1967). That was
a memorable colloquium, since the evolution in binary stars was, for the first time, the
topic of a whole meeting. Since then, our field has expended tremendously. We held two
large-scale Symposia discussing the evolution of close binaries only (Eggleton, Mitton and
Whelan, 1976; Plavec, Popper and Ulrich, 1980) in addition to several other meetings in a
slightly lower scale. After the most recent Symposium, held in Toronto in 1979, I concluded
that in the future it would no longer be possible to cover adequately, in one full Symposium,
the whole fields of close binaries."

J. Dommanget.

WULFF DIETER HEINTZ (1930 - 2006)

Once again I have the sad duty of noting the passing of a long-time member of Commission 26.
Dr. Wulff Dieter Heintz died over the weekend of June 10/11, 2006, following a long battle with
theillness.

Wulff Heintz was one of the giant figures in double star astronomy for many decades. As an
observer of visual doubles he was second only to van den Bos in output, publishing nearly 20,000
means (based on some 54,000 measures, 47,500 by micrometry and 6,500 by photography) and
discovering 918 new pairs over a career spanning half a century. He remains the largest
contributor of "preferred" orbits to the Sixth Catalog of Visual Binary Stars; the (incomplete)
database for that catalog includes an astounding 748 sets of his orbital elements. The Sixth
Catalog itself is a direct descendant of the Fourth Orbit Catalog, published by Wulff and
Charles Worley in 1983 and a standard reference for 17 years. Finally, Wulff's book "Double
Stars"

(originally published in German under the title "Dopplesterne") remains the bible for many of us
in the field, 35 years after its publication.

Born in Wursburg, Germany, Wulff began his work in astromety at the University of Munich, and
began specializing in the field of double stars very early in his career; his first doublestar-
related publication (fittingly, orbits of four visual binaries) was published in 1954. He joined
the faculty of Swarthmore College (Swarthmore, Pennsylvania) in 1967, where he remained a
popular

lecturer and indefatigable observer until his retirement in 1998. Known for the utmost care in
his

observing and the sparest of prose in his writing, he remained active in astronomy even as an
emeritus professor; the final publication bearing his name was a poster presented this past
January at the American Astronomical Society meeting in Washington. His was truly a remarkable
career.

I'm sure the thoughts of many of us will be with Wulff's family.

William Hartkopf
U.S. Naval Observatory.
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